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Start by reading the whole problem. Do not circle any numbers yet! We 
don’t even know what the question is asking, so read, read, read 
FIRST!

Write a sentence that will answer what the question is asking. For 
example, if the question says “ How many marbles does Susan have?”, 
you will write “ Susan has ____ marbles.”

After figuring out what the question is asking and what information you 
have been given, think about whether or not you have the total. If 
the total is given, you will most likely be subtracting or dividing. If you 
are trying to find the total, you will add or multiply.

Draw a picture of what is happening in the problem. You could use a 
realistic picture (2 bags of marbles with 124 in each) or a strip 
diagram.

Solve using the appropriate operation that you decided on earlier.

Place the answer you get into the sentence you wrote in step two and 
check if it is reasonable and makes sense. If your sentence says “The bag 
of potato chips cost $313” your answer doesn’t make sense! If it says 
“The bag of potato chips cost $3.13” that sounds much more reasonable!
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